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Abstract 

In this presentation, the landscape of technology-supported assessment 
practices in HE will be examined in the light of recent conceptualisations of 
formative assessment and feedback (see Nicol & Macfarlane-Dick, 2004: 2005). 
A broad approach to e-assessment will be taken – going beyond a simple 
analysis of automated marking and feedback using online objective tests. There 
will be an exploration of how e-tools might support assessment across a variety 
of contexts wherein offline and online learning are integrated.  It will be argued 
that e-tools are effective when they are allied to assessment approaches that 
enhance the students’ ability to generate internal feedback against standards and 
to self-regulate thinking (e.g. learning strategies) and behavioural outputs.   

Nicol, D, J. & Macfarlane-Dick (in press), Formative assessment and self-
regulated learning: A model and seven principles of good feedback practice, 
Studies in Higher Education. 

NICOL, D. J. & Milligan, C. (in press), Rethinking technology-supported 
assessment in terms of the seven principles of good feedback practice.  In C. 
Clegg and K. Bryan (Ed), Innovating in Assessment,  RoutledgeFalmer. 
[publication 2005] 
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